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Chase Karbon is originally from Thousand Oaks, California and graduated from
the University of Denver with a BA in Political Science. Following graduation,
he spent a year of service with the education nonprofit City Year, assisting 9th
graders with academic and social-emotional skills. Chase is passionate about
education and transportation policy with an emphasis on how major urban
centers approach both fields. His side interests include an unhealthy obsession
with the Los Angeles Clippers, the New York Mets, his blacklabradoodle Hamlet,
and whether the US will build a high-speed rail line in his lifetime.

Matias Bidegaray is a first-year Master of Public Policy student at the
Trachtenberg School. He works as an Appropriations Research Assistant at
Prolegis LLC and has previously interned on Capitol Hill. Matias has contributed
to Morocco World News and the Quad City Times, covering American politics
and international policy developments. He holds a BA in Political Science and
Economics from Augustana College. In his free time, he enjoys following soccer
and spending time with friends.

Azia Richardson-Williams is a native of Florida. She taught for five years
in Atlanta before moving to Washington, DC to pursue a Master of Public
Administration. With a focus on education and the arts, her classroom
experiences shaped her passion for ensuring equitable access to educational
and cultural resources. Now, she hopes to apply her skills to the intersection
of public service, arts, and media, using policy to drive meaningful change in
these fields.

Caroline Wendzel is a second-year Master of Public Policy student at the
Trachtenberg School with a concentration in program evaluation and policy
analysis. In 2020, she graduated from Emory University in Atlanta, GA, earning
degrees in psychology and English/creative writing. From 2020-2023, she
worked on the intake team at a domestic violence shelter in South Carolina. In
her free time, she enjoys reading, spending time with her dog, and searching
for the best vegan food in DC.
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Luke Taylor is a first-year Master of Public Administration student at the
George Washington University’s Trachtenberg School. He has spent nearly
eight years fundraising across a range of social needs, including community
development finance and nonprofit media. He currently works at New York
Public Radio, New York City’s NPR member station, where his efforts support
the development of local journalism and nationally distributed podcasts. He
holds a BA in English and Theatre. In his spare time, he can be found singing,
reading translated fiction from around the world, and weathering the latest
disappointment in New York sports.

Cyrus Unvala is a first-year Master of Public Administration student. He is
a Lieutenant Commander in the U.S. Coast Guard, primarily serving on buoy
tending and ice breaking vessels in Alaska, the Pacific Northwest, the Great
Lakes, and Antarctica. He holds a BS in Marine and Environmental Sciences
from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and a MA in Defense and Strategic Studies
from the U.S. Naval War College, and he is a graduate of the National Outdoor
Leadership School (NOLS). In his free time, Cyrus enjoys exploring the District
by bicycle and any other outdoor activities.
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